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wr/i  y&00&,  heavens  alfo  dropped  at  the  pre  fence 
of  God  :  Even  Sinai  it/elf  was  moved  at  the  prefence 
of  God,  the  God  of  Ijrael. 

IN  the  treatife  of  the  Talmud,  entitled  Sucab,  chap,1 
v.  we  find  the  following  excellent  doctrine,  which  was 
formerly  taught  in  the  academy  of  the  eminent  Rab- 
bi Ifmael,  "  My  fon,  if  there  arife  within  thee  an  evil 
*'  defire,  the  beft  remedy  you  can  get  to  fubdue  it,  is 
"  to  proceed  directly  with  it  to  the  facred  colleges, 
"  (fynagogues  or  houfes  of  instruction  :)-where,if  that 
"  defire  mould  be  of  ftone,  it  would  be  confumed  -9 
*'  as  it  appears  from  Job  xiv.  19.  The  waters  wear 
"  the  Jiones  : — now  thefe  waters  are  the  holy  law,  as 
"  as  may  be  feen  in  Ifaiah  lv.  i.  Ho !  Every  one 
*'  that  thirfleth,  come  ye  to  the  waters  :  If  that  defire 
4t  mould  be  of  iron,  it  will  be  crumbled  to  pieces,  as 
"  we  fee  in  Jeremiah  xxiii.  29.  Is  not  my  word  like 
"  fire,  faith  the  Lord,  and  like  the  hammer  that  breaketb 
the  rock  in  pieces  ?" 

Moft  noble  and  kind  auditors  !  The  greateft  toil, 
which  the  divine -wifdom  was  pkaied  to  appoint  unto 
man,  when  he  formed  him,  was  the  neceffity  of  earning 
a  fubfiftence.  Call  your  eyes  through  all  the  world, 
and  you  will  perceive  that  the  chief  care  of  every  indi- 
vidual is  to  feek  after  bread.  What  is  the  farmer  after 
by  manuring  his  land,  plowing,  hoeing,  watering  and 
weeding  his  plants  ?  After  bread.  What  the  naviga- 
tor at  fea,  hoifting,  clewing  the  fails,  founding,  fighting 
with  the  waves  and  winds  ?  After  bread.    What  the 
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merchant  in  his  compting-houfe,  drawing  bills,  fettling 
accounts,  adj lifting  companies  ,?  After  bread.  What 
the  icholar  in  the  univerfities,  handling  books,  wearing 
away  his  fight  ?  The  pleader  in  the  courts  petitioning, 
alledging,  replying,  giving,  promifing  and  annulling  ? 
After  bread,  in  looking  for  bread,  every  fatigue,  our 
whole  labour  confifts,  Be" every  one  does  his  work  to  get 
bread  for  his  mouth.  The  poor  people  give  their  work 
for  biead  :  The  rich  part  with  their  money  for  food 
and  delicacies :  The  generous  fpirits  rifque  their  lives 
for  bread  :  The  mean  fpirits  give  for  bread  their  ho- 
nor :  Thofe  of  no  fpirit  at  all  give  for  bread  their  fouls  : 
And  there  is  not  a  man  that  will  not  give  fomething 
to  obtain  bread.  Bread  is  all  our  care.  If,  my  kind 
hearers,  you  mould  think  that  I  have  exaggerated  the 
matter  there  is  more  yet  to  be  faid.  Set  for  a  mo- 
ment your  minds  apart  from  men,  and  look  upon  the 
other  things  of  the  v/orld,  where  you  will  find  that  e- 
very  one  contributs  for  the  maintenance  of  mankind. 
For  this  purpofe  the  grafs  and  plants  grow,  the  trees 
blofT  m,  the  fruits  are  produced  and  ripened.  For  this 
purpofe  the  domeftic  animals  do  their  work  at  home, 
the  tame  ones  feed  in  the  fields,  the  wild  are  bred  in 
forefts.    For  this  end  the  inhabitants  of  the  fea  and 

rivers  fwim  in  their  water.  rFor  this  end  are  the  a- 

bundance  of  the  feasy  and  treeifures  hid  in  fand :  In  Ihort 
the  whole  that  grows  and  lives  in  this  world,  to  this 
purpofe  lives  and  grow?.  But  what  do  I  fay  the  whole 
that  lives  &  grows  ?  Behold  the  elements  !  Even  to  this 
fame  purpofe  we  caufe  them  to  work  and  toil.  The 
fire  in  the  ovens  and  forges- — the  water  in  the  fprings 
— the  air  on  the  fails  and  mills — the  earth  in  vineyards 
and  fields  that  are  lowed,  and  even  the  fun  and  moon, 
we  do  not  let  them  reft  and  be  idle  becaufe  thofe 
celeftial  bodies,  keeping  in  continual  motion  without 
ever  refting,  produce  and  temperate  by  their  influ- 
ences what  man  is  to  eat. 

Can  we  afcend  higher  ?  Verity  we  can.   Let  us  af- 
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cend  to  the  heaven  above,  before  the  divine  Majefty  J 
and  there  we  fhall  find  the  merciful  creator  himfelf 
employed  for  our  fubfrftence,  in  a  far  fuperior  degree 
than  other  things ;  becaufe  each  of  them  works  by 
itfelr,  and  the  fupreme  BEING,  without  fatigue  ope- 
rates upon  them  with  only  his  word ! 

In  this  manner  we  fee  that  all  the  bufinefs  of  the 
world,  the  greateft  fatigue  and  utmoft  care  of  men,  is 
in  queft  of  bread  for  their  mouths  as  it  was  faid  by 
that  great  monarch,  All  the  labour  of  man  is  for  his 
mouthy  Ecclef.  vi.  7. 

Since  therefore,  generous  auditory,  we  do  this  day  . 
celebrate  the  anniverfary  feftivity  for  the  giving  of 
our  divine  LAW,  I  mall  demonftrate  and  lay  before 
you,  what  is  the  true  and  principal  bread  that  we  are 
obliged  to  kbcur  for :  And  pointing  out  fome  errors 
that  have  been  introduced,  mall  prove  that  the  cala- 
mities we  have  fufTered  were  not  cafualties,  nor  acci- 
dents. But  before  I  proceed,  I  comply  with  my  duty 
in  paying  my  moil  refpectful  addrtffes  to  the  very  wor- 
thy and  honorable  Mr.  Parnafs*  of  this  congregation  ; 
requefting  at  the  fame  time  with  the  greateft  humility 
the  kind  attention  of  fo  meritorious  and  benevolent  an 
auditory.  And  above  all  imploring  the  affiftance  of 
the  benign  and  moft  clement  being,  faying  with  the 
royal  Pfalmift,  0  Lord,  open  my  lips,  and  my  mouth  will 
gublijh  thy  praijs. 

What  is  that  principal  bread  that  we  are  obliged  to 
work  for  ?  Is  it  poffible  that  there  mould  be  any  other 

bread  befides  that  which  we  eat  every  day  ?  

Yes.  Who  fays  there  is  ?  The  Patriarch  Abraham, 
when  the  angels  came  to  his  houfe,  faid,  as  in  the  fcrip- 
tures,  And  I  will  fetch  a  morjel  of  breads  and  comfort  ye 
your  hearts,  Gen.  xviii.  5.  And  it  is  faid  by  our  emi- 
nent and  moft  learned  men,  that  the  continual  employ- 
ment of  that  bleffed  man  was,  to  teach  the  facred  law 

to 
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to  the  ignorant,  diflipating  the  thick  clouds  of  their 
ignorance,  and  then  giving  them  meat  and  drink,  food 
and  refrefhment.  It  is  related  by  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah— Thus  faith  the  Lord  if  my  covenant  be  not  with 
day  and  night,  I  have  not  appointed  the  ordinances  cf "hea- 
ven and  earth.  From  this  our  eminent  and  wife  men 
in  the  Talmud  Megiljah  raife  an  inquiry,  what  is  this 
covenant  of  day  and  night  ?  And  to  the  fame  they  anfwer 
faying,  this  has  refpecl:  to  the  divine  law,  as  appears  in 
Jofh.  i.  8.  Thou  Jhalt  meditate  therein  day  &  night  which 
plainly  lh.ews  that  for  the  fake  of  the  facred  law  the 
world  was  created.  And  in  another  pafTage  we  fee  it 
confirmed  by  the  royal  Pfalmift,  Thou  didft  caufe  judg- 
ment te  be  heard  from  heaven,  the  earth  fear  ed&  was  fill. 

But  how    is   this  to   be  underftood   ■ 

one  day  fo  holy,  fo  feftival,  fo  joyful,  in  which  was  gi- 
ven to  us  our  law,  is  to  be  entitled  the  day  of  jufiice  ? 
Yes  it  is  of  juflice  when  the  law  is  not  obferved,  of 
punimment  when  we  act  contrary  to  it,  and  of  penalty, 
when  we  have  not  at  leaft  a  certain  hour  appointed  in  the 
day  to  meditate  in  it :  As  it  is  faid  by  our  wife  men  in 
the  Talmud  Sabbath  upon  the  verfe  of  our  text— &  they 
flood  at  the  bottom  of  the  mount.  From  this  the  famous 
Rabbi  Abdemi  Bar  Homa  fays,  "  We  may  learn  that 
"  the  omnipotent  Lord  turned  the  mount  over  the 
"  people  upfide  down  as  an  earthern  velTel,  and  told 
"  them,  if  you  receive  the  law  it  is  well, — if  not,  you 
"  mall  all  be  dead,  and  here  fhail  be  your  grave  :  To 
4C  which  the  I iraelitifh  nation  anfwered  we  will  do 
"  and  hear — faying  fir  ft  they  would  do,  before  they 
<l  mould  hear  :  And  then  the  earth  refled  in  quiet- 
"  nefs."  in  like  manner  it  was  defcribed  by  the  wile 
monarch — come  ye,  eat  my  BREAD  and  drink  my  wine 

that  I  have  tempered  the  bread  fignifying  the  holy 

law,  which  fubiifts  man  in  this  world  and  in  the  world 
to  come  :  And  the  wine  the  divine  tradition  which  in- 
fhucts  in  the  true  way  of  living. 

Nothing  is  more  advantageous  and  beneficial,  to- 
wards 
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wards  our  being  eftablilhcd  and  fixed  in  the  true  belief, 
than  the  frequentation  of  the  facred  colleges  and  fyna- 
gogues,  where  we  daily  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
But  the  true  intent  of  this  frequentation  rnuft  be  directed 
to  the  fole  purpofe  of  penetrating  and  obferving  the  di- 
vine precepts,  and  acquiring  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Ga- 
ther the  people  together  men,  women  and  children, and  thy 
ftranger  that  is  within  thy  gates,  that  they  may  hear  and 
that  they  may  learn,  and  hear  the  Lord  your  God,andob- 
ferve  to  do  all  the  words  of  this  law,  Deut.  xxxi.  12. 
Nothing  can  be  more  proper  to  clear  and  difcover  the 
myfteries,  than  the  ardent  and  vehement  defire  of  un- 
vailing  and  comprehending  the  truth.    Such  is  the 
force    of    truth,    fuch    the    efficacy  infeparable 
from  the  facred  ftudy,  that  even  when  the  meditation  is 
applied  folely  for  curiofity  and  oftentation,or  even  when 
the  wicked  intention  may  be  ufed  only  for  the  purpofe 
of  finding  fomething  to  cenfure,yet  its  excellence  &  per- 
fection is  fo  great,  that  the  critics  themfelves  foon  find 
their  malevolent  difpoiitions  fubdued,  being  unable  to 
give  any  folution  to  the  falfe  ideas  they  have  formed, 
and  gradually  opening  the  eyes  of  their  underftanding, 
acknowledge  their  error,  and  admit  the  unconquerable 
Impreflion  of  truth  ;  determined  at  laft  to  follow 
and  embrace  that  unchangeable  light  :  So  that  altho8 
their  firft  defign  was  illiberal  and  wicked,  yet  the  end 
thereof  cannot  but  be  called  laudable.    Let  man  ever 
apply  his  thoughts  and  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  the 
law  and  its  precepts,  though  it  may  not  be  with  an  eye 
fixed  on  the  great  myfteries  therein  contained  :  For  e- 
ven  fo  he  cannot  help  coming  to  the  rabbinical  apho- 
rifm.  Nothing  but  the  greateft  ignorance,  accom- 
panied with  a  certain  fuperfluity  of  notices,  and  a 
fmall  portion  of  underftanding,  will  pretend  to  find 
fault,  and  deface  the  purity,  luftre  and  truth  of 
the  divine  tradition.    But  as  fuch  arrows  are  always 
directed  inattentively,  they  cannot  but  return  back  to 
the  confufion  and  reproach  of  fuch  men. 

With 
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With  what  an  eye  of  contempt  Would  a  man  be 
looked  upon,  who  mould  dare  to  find  fault  with  the 
works  of  a  profane  author  upon  any  art  or  fcience,  if 
that  fame  man  had  never  ftudied  a  fyllable  of  the  mat- 
ter in  queftion  ?  And  is  it  poffible  that,  to  attack  the 
moft  exalted  fcience,  the  moft  holy  ftudy,  ignorance, 
arrogance  and  prefumption  mall  be  fufficient  ?  Such 
however  is  the  vanity  of  men.  There  are  many  that 
think  themfelves  fit  to  be  legiflators,  and  looking  up= 
on  tradition  with  contempt,  invent  fuch  laws  and  reli- 
gion as  fuit  them  beft— Every  man  did  that  which  was 
right  in  his  own  eyes,  Judg.  xvii.  6.  There  are  others 
who,  forgetting  they  have,  from  their  infancy,  heard 
from  their  parents  or  mafters  the  refults  of  fome  dis- 
putes, fancy  that  if  they  comprehend  fome  part  of  one 
fingle  myftery,  it  is  owing  to  their  great  capacity,  and 
that  the  whole  proceeds  from  their  refined  fenfe  ;  and 
very  erroneoufly  conceive  that  tradition  is  intirely  fu* 
perfluous  and  unnecefiary  ;  and  that  their  vaft  under- 
ftandmgs  and  fingular  ingenuity  are  fufficient  to  pene- 
trate the  moft  concealed  myfteries  of  the  divine  wri- 
tings ;  forgetting  that  the  little  they  know  is  only  a 
feeble  emanation  of  the  tradition  they  ceniure,  which 
they  learned  in  their  youth. 

Other  critics  there  are  that  are  ftill  worfe  and  more 
prejudicial  enemies,  who  being  concealed  adverfaries, 
make  other  people  believe  they  are  very  religious,  and 
firm  believers  of  traditions,  and  under  a  cloak  of  the 
greater!  fanclity,  defile  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  law.  Thefe  men  alledge  a  principle  which  is 
true  and  indifputable,  faying,  that  both  the  written 
law  and  its  traditions,  which  we  call  the  mental  law9 
proceed  from  infinite  wifdom  :  (Therefore  it  is  to  be  in- 
ferred that  every  part  of  it  is  founded  in  good  reafon  :) 
But  not  being  contented  with  this  inference,  proceed 
to  draw  another,which  they  think  very  confident,  tho? 
it  can't  but  be  called  erroneous  and  deftructive.  They 
fcy  that  the  fupreme  Being  having  endowed  thofe  of  a 

clear 
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'dear  underftanding  with  fufficient  capacity  to  penetrate 
and  comprehend  his  precepts  we  miift  conform  to 
them  with  all  exactnefs  fo  long  as  we  fee  that  the  pri- 
mitive reafons  exift  i  But  there  having;  been  fuch 
great  alterations  of  age,  climates,  fittiations,  and  other 
circumftances,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  original 
reafons  of  fome  precepts  may  have  ceafed  ;  and  con- 
fequently  the  obligation  of  conforming  ourlHves  to 
fuch  institutions  {tho'  originally  divine)  mult  naturally 
ceafe.  Several  reafons  might  be  given  to  refute  thofe 
opinions  as  both  falfe  and  heretical.  Men  of  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  fkilful  talents  that  have  adorned  our  na- 
tion, when  they  write  upon  the  fubject  of  inVfeftigaqng 
the  reafons  of  fome  precepts,  advance  their  opinions 
Only  as  conjectures  and  probabilities  \  and  at  the  fame 
time  confefs,  that  the  principal  and  fublimeft  reafons 
are  infcrutabie  by  our  fmall  and  limited  apprehenfions ; 
and  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  obferve  even  thofe 
precepts  we  do  comprehend,  not  only  becaufe  we  are 
able  to  penetrate  the  myfteries  they  confift  of,  but  pri- 
marily becaufe  they  are  given  to  us  by  the  great  fove- 
reign  monarch. 

In  the' precepts  of  the  decalogue  is  exhibited  an  epi- 
tome of  the  divine  LAW,  confifting  of  the  iundamen- 
tal  principles  of  religion,  both  refpecting  our  faith  or 
belief  in  the  ONE  SUPREME  BEING,  the  crea- 
tor of  the  nniverfe,  and  refpecting  the  inft'irutions  of 
morality.  Thofe  precepts  in  refpect  of  the  Deity  and 
morality  are  entirely  out  of  the  prefent  queftion  it  be- 
ing indubitable  that  neither  of  them  can  be  fubject  to 
the  leaff.  change  or  alteration  in  any  time  or  place. 
The  moral,  part  of  its  own  nature,  would  be  conftant 
and  permanent  and  of  unchangeable  obligation,  even 
without  the  additional  circumftance  ot  having 
been  dictated  by  the  divine  wifdom  and  authority  : 
Since  all  morality  confifts  in  lovino;  our  neighbour  as 
we  do  our  own  felves — but  thou  /halt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  tkyfelfiL,zvit.  xix.  18.  This  admits  of  no  change, 
B  unlefs 
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imlefs  human  nature  be  altered.  Here  I  might  con- 
clude this  fubject,  being  certain  that  every  one,  who 
will  keep  the  moral  law  with  exactnefs,  not  only  be- 
caufe  it  is  confiftent  with  reafon,  but  becaufe  it 
is  a  divine  and  unalterable  inftitution,  there  will  be  no 
doubt  but  that  he  will  alfo  obferve  all  other  precepts— 
both  thofe  whofe  reafons  are  comprehenfible  by  us,  and 
thofe  which,  on  account  of  their  obfeurity,  are  not  to 
be  investigated  ;  confidering  that  they  are  all  perma- 
nent at  all  times  and  places,  except  when  the  divine  1c- 
giflator  commands  the  contrary  ; — as  in  the  precepts 
relating  to  the  facred  worfhip  of  the  temple,  and  others 
that  depend  on  our  refidence  in  the  holy  land  ;  the 
obfervation  of  which  is,  by  our  wickednefs,  put  in  fuf- 
pence,  although  they  are  not  for  that  reafon  intirely 
abolifhed  ;  becaufe  our  reftoration  depends  upon  our- 
ielves,  if  with  a  true  contrition,  repenting  of  our  crimes 
and  abominations,  we  promife  amendment,— and  con- 
fequently,  of  us  only  depends  the  approximation  and 
renewal  or  the  obfervance  of  thofe  precepts  again. 

There  have  been/ome  authors,  who,  touched  with 
a  vehement  defire  of  finding  out  new  methods  of  com- 
menting upon  the  facred  fcriptures,  inftead  of  illuftra- 
ting  them,,  have  involved  them  in  oblcurity  by  expofi- 
tions  full  of  imaginary  conceptions,  remote  applica- 
tions, and  expreflions  lb  excefiive  high  and  refined, 
that  they  cannot  leave  the  leafi:  impreflion.  I  mall  ex- 
plain myfelf  more  clearly  by  repeating  the  following 
texts  of  the  royal  pfalmift.  He  fays  :  Would  you 
know  when  the  divine  law  delights  and  tranquillizes 
the  foul  ?  It  is  only  when  that  law  is  interpreted  in  its 
genuine  fenie,  purity  and  perfection,  without  any  mixt 
opinions  and  conceptions  founded  in  air  ;  The  law  ef 
the  Lord  is  perfeft  converting  the  foul,  Pfal.  xix.  7. 
Do  you  know  when  the  divine  teftimony  inftru6ls  the 
ignorant  ?  It  is  only  when  juftly  explained  according 
to  its  true  principles,  the  teftimony  of  the  Lord  is  fure 
making  wife  the  fimple.  Then  only  do  the  facred  ft a- 
ucea  rejoice  and  chc  rifh  the  heart,  when  commented 
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with  re&itude  and  fincerity  :  The  ftatutes  of  the  Lord 
are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart.  The  divine  precepts 
then  only  enlighten  the  eyes  of  the  underftandins;, 
when  the  explanation  thereof  is  pure  and  clear — which 
is  not  to  be  expected  unlefs  it  proceed  from  the  foun- 
tain of  tradition  ;  tbi  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure, 
enlightening  the  eyes.  Through  the  interpofition  of  all 
thefe  things  the  divine  fear  will  be  conftant  and  abi- 
ding, becaufe  it  will  be  then  purified,  refined  and  freed 
of  all  alloy  or  human  invention;  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
is  clean  enduring  forever.  This  is  the  method  which 
the  infpired  David  points  out  to  us  as  a  true  manner  of 
inftruclion,  and  as  a  natural  way  of  attaining  the  di^ 
vine  fear.  Upon  this  fubject  all  preachers  ought  to 
employ  their  time,  and  to  this  matter  all  i n fir u dors  of 
congregations  ought  to  conform  themfelves.  But  there 
have  been  profeffors,  who  inftead  of  teaching  their  au- 
ditories and  difciples  the  effential  ponts  of  religion  and 
morailty,  have  employed  their  time  in  doctrines  and 
dilcourfes,  (or  at  leaft  in  amufements  and  vanities) 
and  fubjecls  that  are  entirely  out  of  our  reach,  and  be- 
yond human  comprehenfion. 

Thus,  my  noble  and  kind  hearers,  have  I  difplayed 
before  you  the  excellency  of  the  divine  ftudy. 

The  Calamities  we  have  endured  have  not  been  casu- 
alties or  accidents.  In  the  Talmud  (fabbath)  we  read 
the  following  remarkable  fentences,  written  upon  the 
.deftruftion  of  the  holy  temple  !  "  The  famous  ULA. 
<c  fays,  that  this  ruin  proceeded  from  the  principle  that 
"  the  people  in  thofe  times  did  not  know  what  it  was 
"  to  be  alhamed  before  each  other,committing  in  pub- 
**  lie,  and  without  any  referve,  the  moft  horrible'and 

*'  heinous  crimes  Were  they  afhamed  when  they 

"  had  committed  abomination  ?  Jer.  vi.  15.  But  what 
*'  is  the  wonder  that  it  fhould  fo  happen  ? — When  they 
*'  defpifed  every  manner  of  inftru&ion,  and  when  the 
*'  word  of  the  LORD  was  efteemed  by  them  as  2 
£  fhame,  contempt  and  bafenefc  I  Rabbi  Ifaac  fays, 

"  we 
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V  we  need  not  wonder  that  in  thofe  time?,  there  mould 
<l  be  no  fhame,  when  we  might  fee  that  the  fmall  and 
"  poor  afpired  to  be  in  every  thing  on  a  level  with  the 
"  great  and  powerful,  all  order  and  regulation  being 
*'  loft,  no  refpect  paid  to  age,  no  regard  to  the  dignity 
"  of  employments,  and  the  whole  in  confufion.  The 
ts  eccleliaftic  minifters  would  give  their  vote  uponci- 
"  vil  matters  :  Princes  and  magiitrates  would  not  on- 
*'  ly  interfere  in  religion,  but  take  upon  them  to  de- 
4<  cide  the  mod  difficult  points  of  it.    In  fhort,  every 
"  one  would  ftep  out  oi  his  bounds,  and  confequently 
^  the  whole  was  public  difordcr  and  mifmanagement; 
"  which  is  fo  wilely  defer  ibed  to  us  by  the  prophet 
"  Ilaiah — As  with  the  people,  fo  with  the  prieft.  And 
*c  what  was  the  confequence  of  fuch  diforde-  and  con- 
"  fufion  ?  That  pointed  out  by  R.  Hanninah  in  the  fol- 
"  lowing  words, 4  There  was  not  one  fingle  perfon  who 
!*  would  dare  to  rebuke  his  neighbour,  and  exhort  him 
"  to  rue  right  way.'  The  lame  is  confirmed  by  R.  Je~ 
u  hudah  laying,  c  That  the  bis  of  Jerufalem  was  owing 
"  to  tiK-  contempt  and  ignominy  with  which  they  treat- 
"  ed  every  one  who  applied  himfelf  to  the  divine; 
"  ltudy.*     Thefe  fame  opinions  of  thofe  learned  and 
"  eminent  men/milead  of  contradicting  one  another, 
"  are  very  fimilar  andconfiftent :  It  being  certain  that 
"  wherever  any  of  the  mentioned  vices  exift,  they 
"  mult  of  courfe  be  accompanied  with  all  the  reft." 

We  have  thus  clearly  defenbed  the  abominations  that 
caufed  the  dellruction  of  the  TEMPLE,  and  ruin  of 
our  holy  country.  There  have  not  been  wanting  fome 
critical  men,  who,  becaufe  they  know  fomethingof  the 
ancient  hiftories,  think  they  are  able  to  penetrate  the 
natural  caufe  of  the  rife,  increafe  and  decline  of  empires 
and  republics.  This  they  dare  to:  utter,  not  thinking 
at  the  lame  rime,  that  fuch  public  commotions  &  revo- 
lutions are  effects  proceeding  from  the  council  of  the 
divine  creator,  who  eftablifhes  and  deftroys  kingdoms 
snd  empires  for  reafons  referved  only  to  his  infiniw 

wifdom, 
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wifdonv  "And  he  changeth  the  times  and  feafons  %  he 
removeth  Kings  and  feteth  up  Kings ',  Dan.  ii.  21.  With, 
the  fame  liberty  and  arrogance  with  which  thefe  men 
talk  of  the  misfortunes  and  calamities  of  other  nations, 
they  have  been  bold  enough  to  fpeak  of  thofe  of  ours. 
And  indeed  there  have  been  at  all  times  fome  that  have 
confidered  fuch  events  as  cafualties  and  natural  acci- 
dents^ as  happening  without  any  interpofition  of  the 
divine  providence.  To  confute  however  opinions  fo  he- 
retic and  i}l  grounded, I  fhall  proceed,  according  to  the 
promife  made  at  the  beginning  of  my  difcourfe,  to  cite 
for  that  purpofe  fome  paffages  of  hiftory.  I  mall  not 
pledge  any  facrecl  hiftorian,  nor  fhall  I  produce  any 
rabbinical  authorities,  being  confident  of  the  high  de- 
gree of  credit  they  would  meet  with,  but  will  only  re- 
late fome  fads  delivered  by  the  moft  authentic  Roman 
Jiiftorians. 

The  punifhment  of  Ititus  the  emperor,  who  was  fo 
daring  astofet  fire  to  the  facred  temple  *  before  he 
came  to  the  empire,  was  fo  extraordinary  and  fuperna- 
tural,  that  it  is  fufficient  to  oblige  and  reduce  the  moft 
pbftinate  and  incredulous  minds  to  acknowledge  the 
jnterpofition  of  divine  providence.  Titus  reigned  only 
two  years  and  a  few  months,  died  in  the  fpring  of  his 
age,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  he  was  poifon- 
ed  by  his  brother.  Short  indeed  was  the  time  that  he 
Jield  the  fceptre  !  But  the  general  calamities  of  his  em- 
pire, and  the  fignal  misfortunes  his  capital  fuffered  in 
jhatfhort  fpaee,plainly  demonftrate  the  powerful  hand 
by  which  they  were  directed.  The  public  difgraces  began 
with  a  total  and  general  drought ;  next  to  this  follow- 
ed dreadful  and  horrible  earthquakes,  conflagrations, 
llorms  and  inundations.  The  eruptions  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  were  awful  and  tremendous,  expelling  at  firft 
Hones  of  a  prodigious  fize,  then  rivers  of  fire,  accom- 
panied 


*  It  is  faid  that  in  this  war  of  Titus,  there  perifhed  of  the  Jews 
m  the  holy  land,  above  a  million  fouls,  beiides  above  ninety  /even 
thou/and  captives*  • 
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panied  with  fych  thick  clouds  of  fmoke  and  darknefs^ 
as  to  eclipfe  the  fun.  The  burning  lava  and  alhes 
thrown  out  of  it,  and  caught  up  aloft  and  hurried  by 
the  violence  of  the  winds,  were  carried  to  diftant  places, 
crofing  feas,  defarts,  and  towns,  whofe  inhabitants  were 
thereby  fuffocatcd :  And  then  again  the  conflagration 
ftreming  to  renew,  torrents  of  liquid  fire  iffuing  forth 
flowed  all  abroad,  overwhelming  whole  cities  and 
fp reading  defolation  wherever  it  came— even  the  very 
mountains  could  not  efcape  the  rage  and  fury.  The 
heavens  and  the  elements  were  full  of  wonderful  pro- 
digies, threatening  univerfal  difiblution.  But  the  moft 
furprifing  thing,  the  principal  punifhment,  in  this 
fcene  of  terror  and  diftrefs  was  the  deluge  of  fire,  that 
entirely  confumed  and  deftroyed  men,  women,  animals, 
fowls  and  plants  ?  Who,  attending  to  thefe  great  ope- 
rations of  the  divine  hand',  can  doubt  that  this  was  a 
punifhment  of  'Titus  for  his  having  burnt  the  holy 
temple  ! — As  to  the  adverfities  of  the  city  of  Rome,  in 
particular,  they  were,  flrft  a  terrible  plague  that  almoft 
left  the  city  unpeopled,  and  then  a  great  number  of 
fires  that  levelled  with  the  ground  the  moft  fumptuous 
buildings,  palaces,  and  temples  of  the  falfe  deities  ;  a- 
mongft  which  was  alfo  deftroyed  the  temple  dedicated 
to  Jupiter,  and  for  which  the  unhappy  Ifraelites  had 
been  obliged  to  pay  the  fame  tributes,  that  they  form- 
erly ufed  to  give  for  the  moft  facred  temple  of  Jerufa- 
lem. 

The  emperor  Adrian  hmfatd.  the  ruin  and  complete- 
ed  the  deftruction  of  our  nation,  by  fpilling  rivers 
of  blood,  when  he  befieged  of  the  famous  city 
of  BITER.  *  But  how  proportionable  was  his  pu- 
nifhment ?  Seized  of  a  long  &  painful  ficknefs,  having 
his  own  blood  continually  before  him,  and  finally 
growing  tried  of  life,  he  was  hurried  to  the  excefs  of 
Egging  one  of  his  fervants  as  a  great  favour,  to  mur- 
der 
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far  him ;  but  to  his  grievous  mortification  even  this 
was  denied  him :  And  feeing  that  he  could  find  no  hu- 
man relief,  he  determined  by  his  own  hands  to  put  am 
end  to  his  miferies :  And  being  ready  for  the  execution, 
he  was  difcovered  and  hindered  from  accomplifhing 
his  wicked  intention.  At  length  not  being  able  to 
effect  his  wiihes,  he  a  bandoned  the  government,  and 
quitted  Rome.  After  fome  time  he  expired  in  the 
greateft  anguifh  and  difpair.* 

The  punilhment  of  Nebuchadnezzar^  the  deftroyer 
of  the  firft  temple^  I  judge  unneceflary  to  relate,  being 
fo  evident  in  the  fcriptures.  I  am  perfuaded  that 
what  I  have  (aid  of  Titus  and  Adrian  will  be  fufficienc 
to  remove  the  incredulity  of  fome  perfons,  efpecially 
when  they  lee  that  the  punifhments  of  thefe  two  men 
were  in  every  refpect  proportionable  to  their  offences 
and  iniquities. 

The  danger  in  bodily  ficknefs  generally  arifes  from 
our  paying  little  or  no  attention  to  the  firft  alTaults  and 
fymtoms  felt,trufting  to  our  ftrength&  vigour.  We  de- 
fpife  the  firft  attacks  of  the  enemy, which  working  with 
the  greateft  vigilance,  and  meeting  with  no  oppofition* 
flily  and  by  imperceptable  degrees  infinuates  himfelf  in- 
to the  fortrefs  of  our  conftitution,  till  at  laft  taking  fuf- 
ficient  porTeffion,  does  not  fear  to  mew  himfelf  in  pub- 
lic wkh  the  greateft  boldnefs.  The  very  fame  thing 
happens  to  us  in  fpiritual  ficknefs  :  We  do  not  reflect 
at  firft,  that  whoever  commits  heavy  crimes,  muft  cer- 
tainly have  before  committed  light  ones.  When  we 
tranlgrefs  the  law  in  the  latter,  not  having  prefent  the 

terror 


•  In  the  war  of  ^Elius  Adrian  (about  60  years  after  Titus)  fifty 
cities  were  demolifhed,  985  of  the  beft  towns  deftroyed,  and 
580,000  men  flain  by  the  fword  ;  ending  with  a  ban i foment  and 
total  extirpation  of  the  nation  from  the  holy  land.  Three  millions 
of  Ifrael  came  out  of  Egypt.  It  is  eftimated  that  the  number  of 
our  nation  flain  and  banifhed  by  Adrian,  was  double  the  number 
that  came  out  of  Egypt :  And  that  their  fufferings  under  Nebu- 
chadnezzar and  Titus  were  not  e<jual  to  thofe  they  endured  undajr 
$fee  .Emperor  Adrian, 
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terror  and  horror  of  the  former,  we  prefume  that  wfi 
fhall  be  capable  enough  to  refift  any  temptation  what- 
soever. But  who  will  be  lb  imprudent  and  unwife  as 
to  leave  the  door  wide  open  to  vices  ?  If  we  are  una- 
able  to  difentangle  ourielves  from  the  weakly  impri- 
fonments  of  a  fingle  thread,  how  can  we  expect  to  be 
faved  when  bound  with  ftrong  chains  ?  Wo  unto  them 
that  draw  iniquity  with  cords  of  vanity and  fin  as  it 
were  with  a  cart-rope^  lfai.  v.  18.  Let  us  then  be 
wife  enough  to  confider  and  acknowledge  that  the  belt 
antidote  againft  fin  is  the  frequentation  of  the  divine  flu- 
dy  ;  not  intended  as  a  curiofuy  and  oltentation,  but  ap- 
plying ourfelves  to  it  with  the  view  of  learning  and 
keeping  of,  comprehending  &  obferving  the  precepts  j 
—by  which  means  we  mall  attain  the  divine  fear,  as  our 
prefent  aphorifm  mews  us,  "  If  you  meet  v/ith  a  bad 
defire,  the  beft  remedy  you  can  get  to  fubdue  it,  is  to 
proceed  with  it  to  the  facred  colleges."  Agreeably  to 
this,  we  are  admonifhed  by  our  eminent  Rabbies  in  the 
Talmud  (Sandhadrin)  "  If  your  head  mould  ake,  ap- 
ply yourfelf  to  the  law.5*  But  who  can  underftand 
this  manner  of  exprellion  ?  There  is  no  phyfician 
known  under  the  fun  that  ever  applied  this  medicine 
to  fuch  a  complaint.  And  truly  to  us  it  leems  to  be 
metaphorical  advice  of  our  faid  matters.  But  the  folu- 
tion  of  it  is  thus  :  They  meant,  that  if  any  perfon 
Ihould  be  feized  with  evil  thoughts  or  temptations,  it 
would  be  their  wifdom  to  apply  directly  to  the,medita- 
tion  of  the  law,  which  has  the  power  of  feparating 
from  him  all  thofe  malignities ;  and  this  is  what  they 
Signified  by  curing  the  head-ach. 

Let  us  fear  the  unhappy  confeqnences  that  will  en- 
fue,  if  we  do  not  fubmit  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  religion  :  And  remember  that  the  wifeft  of  men  com- 
mitted fin,  as  loon  as  he  undertook  to  explain  the  law 
his  own  way.  Therefore  we  muft  always  have  this 
prefent  before  us,  that  the  perfection  of  virtue  and 
Angularity  of  wifdom  confiits  in  following  the  medium 

in 
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in  all  things.  Let  us  not  pretend  to  be  angels  while 
we  are  only  men,  becaufe  our  devotion  cannot  be  called 
pure  and  perfect,  if  not  founded  upon  the  law  ;  not 
employing  ourfelves  in  doctrines,  difcoiirfes  and  ob- 
jects, that  are  beyond  human  comprehcnfion,  we  mull 
continually  endeavour  to  know  the  divine  Creator  by 
his  great  and  furprifing  works,  as  otherwhe  it  will  be 
impoffible  to  worlhip  him  truly  &r  perfectly.  O  \  How 
pathetically  doth  David  enjoin  this  doctrine  upon  his 
fon  Solomon,  in  that  public  and  celebrated  diicourfe, 
when  he  declared  his  devout  intention  concerning  the 
building  of  the  facred  temple  And  thou  Solomon, 
my  fon,  know  thou  the  GOD  of  thy  father,  and  ferve 
him  with  a  perfect  heart  and  with  a  willing  mind,,d 
i  Chron.  xxviii.  9.  It  is  a  neceffary  thing  towards 
ferving  and  adoring  the  SUPREME  BEING,  to  en- 
deavour to  know  him  as  far  as  poffible.  Let  us  then 
Contemplate  his  divine  attributes,  obferving  with  atten- 
tion the  wonderful  works  of  the  creation*  examining 
the  aftonifliing  laws  by  which  it  endures;  And  let  us 
fix  and  fet  a  part  a  certain  time  in  the  day  for  the  me- 
ditation of  the  HOLY  LAW,  with  a  firm  refolutiort 
of  interpreting  it  in  its  natural  purity  and  according 
to  its  true  principles.  Let  us  have  a  firm  belief  in  the 
innumerable  prophecies  that  predict  our  reftoration  ; 
and  recollect  that  we  mall  be  interrogated  at  the  divine 
tribunal,  whether  our  commerce  and  dealings  have 
been  done  with  faithfulnefs  &  integrity  ?  And  whether 
we  have  had  fixed  times  for  the  meditation  of  the  law  ? 
Let  us  love  our  neighbour  as  we  do  ourfelves,  and 
then  we  fhall  have  nothing  to  fear  when  we  fhall  an- 
fwer  to  fo  important  an  interrogatory.  Let  us  always 
be  afhamed  of  committing  fin  :  But  we  muft  obferve, 
that  the  fhame  which  proceeds  from  human  confidera- 
tions,  though  it  may  be  fufficient  to  curb  and  fubdue 
the  violence  of  our  paffions,  yet  it  is  neverthelefs  a  mo- 
tive not  only  imperfect  and  unlaudable,  but  likewife 
©IFenfive  in  its  excels* 

Q  Let 
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Let  us  fear  and  dread  that  the  world  fiiould  fay,  we 

are  not  afraid  of  offending  the  most  wise  Being,. 
the  centre  of  all  goodnefs,  who  penetrates  the  moft 
concealed  fecrets  of  our  minds,  Thefe  expreffions,  if 
they  are  any  ways  moving,  it  is  becaufe  they  in  a 
certain  manner  proceed  f  rom  the  excellent  elegancy  of 
David  and  Daniel. — For  the  Lord  Jearcheth  all  hearts, 
end  unaerjlandeth  all  the  imaginations  of  the  thoughts. 
He  revealeth  the  deep  and  fecret  things  •,  he  knowetb. 
%vhat  is  in  the  darknejs,  and  the  light  dwelleth  with  him, 
j  Chron.  xxviii.  9.  Dan.  ii.  22.  The  judgment  wc 
are  to  form  of  men  as  virtuous,  muft  confift  in  not 
confidering  the  leaft  upon  an  even  parrallel  with  the 
greateft.  Let  us  have  a  regard  to  the  age,  merit  and 
dignity  of  employments-,  not  interfering  with  the  pro- 
feflbrs  of  the  law,  in  what  is  not  of  our  comprehenfiono 
L*t  us  alway?  endeavour  to  keep  among;  us  peace, 
harmony  and  good  order,  fubmitting  ourfelves  to  an 
equitable  and  well  regulated  fubordination,  being  rea- 
dy and  difpoled  to  accept  the  reproof  of  thofe,  who 
make  ufe  of  their  benignity  to  exhort  and  correct  us. 
Each  one  of  us  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  procuring 
our  own  felf- reformat  ion,  as  well  as  that  of  the  public ; 
but  when  we  apply  our  abilities  to  fo  benevolent  an 
imployment,  let  it  be  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  confe- 
quences  may  well  anfwer  our  expectations ;  making  ulc- 
of  folid  reafons,  accompanied  with  mildnefs  and  facility 
in  teaching,  and  mewing  that  we  only  do  it  with  a  view 
of  operating  repentance,  and  not  of  expofing  the  faulty 
of  hirn  that  repents.  If,  by  the  enormity  of  our  great 
fin:,  any  punifliments  mould  fall  upon  us,  let  us  not 
confider  them  as  cafualtiesor  accidents  ;  becaufe  both 
our  own  calamities  and  thofe  of  the  nation  are  directed 
and  over-ruled  by  the  mighty  hand  of  that  ONE  BE- 
IN  C,  whole  works  are  the  utmoft  perfection,  whofe  dif- 
penfdtions  are  his  own  jultice,being  a  God  of  truth,free 
from  im. perfection,  juft  and  upright ;  as  it  was  fung  by 
$h<K  great  prophet — He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  $er]e£l  -% 
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for  all  his  ways  are  judgment :  A  God  of  truth,  and 
without  iniquity,  juji  and  upright  is  he,  Deut.  xxxii.  4* 
finally,  let  us  know  the  divine  perfection  and  recti- 
tude i  not  terrified  by  the  attribute  of  juftice,  however 
heavy  and  abominable  our  offences  may  be,  becaufe  the 
juftice  of  God  is  always  united  with  his  infinite  mercy 
and  goodnefs,  if  with  a  contrite  heart  promifing  repent- 
ance, we  confide  in  it, 

OH  mojl  clement  Creator,  and  Preferver  of  the  Uni- 
verfe  !  May  thine  incomprehenfible  power  infpire  within 
us  a  dejire  of  following  thy  right  ways  ;  and  enable  us 
to  imitate  the  attribute  of  thy  benevolence.  Do  thou,  O 
Lord,  enlighten  the  eyes  of  our  under/landings,  to  compre- 
hend fome  part  of  the  myfteries  contained  in  thy  divine 
law  \  intirely  dijfolve  the  thick  clouds  of  our  ignorance 
and  ingratitude  %  and  permit  that  we  may  rightly  come 
to  the  true  knowledge  of  fo  precious  a  treafure,  ever  con- 
forming our  minds  to  thy  divine  will.  Wilt  thou,  O 
moft  powerful  God,  grant  us  fufficient  capacity  to  penetrate 
that  great  number  of  precepts,  which  by  thy  command  we 
are  under  the  obligation  of  obferving  the  whole  being 
direcled  from  thy  benignity,  for  our  full  enjoyment  both  of 
temporal  and  fpiritual  felicities.  And  laftly,  wilt  thou* 
O  LORD,  affift  us  with  thine  aid,  fo  that  in  a  continu- 
al obfervation  of  thy  holy  precepts,  that  happy  and  fo  long 
wifhed  for  time  may  draw  near,  when  the  difgraces  of 
eur  nation  Jhall  forever  be  at  an  end  when  thy  divinity 
will  again  refide  among ft  us,  and  when  the  whole  world 
will,  as  with  one  voice,  fay  as  we  do — -The  LORD  will 
be  KING  over  all  the  earth  :  In  that  day  there  mall 
|>e  one  LORD,  &  his  name  one. — May  it  be  in  our  days. 


AMEN. 
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